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Wailt,
Thanks for the Bryan family materials.

| really don't know what to think. | do see a lot of similarities and feel my gg-
grandfather John Wesley Bryan could be the missing son. The things that get
my attention are:

1. Similarity between Hopkins Co. and Hopkinsville, and the birth dates
(1813 vs. 1811).

2. The counties where Richard lived and worked, and where Peggy moved
after his death. JWB was in every one of them - KY, Barbour Co., Washington
Co., Choctaw Co. and Marengo Co. JWB's wife Mary Jane McCarty (daughter
of Jacob McCarty) was from Marengo county. | also have a deed for [and JWB
bought in Montgomery Co. in 1837.

3. Richard's early death. | was surprised at JWB's age on an 1830 land
document | have - where he purchased 80 acres of land in Barbour county.
He would have only been 17 if born in 1813.

4, One of JWB's children was named Richard.

5. The Wesley book listed in Richard's possessions. Could be the source of
JWRB's name.

The thing that doesn't fit. My dad has an old cardboard picture of JWB. On the
back is handwritten, John Wesley Bryan, Hopkins Co., Kentucky, 1813. | don't
know who wrote it, but | have to think it was JWB or someone who knew the
information to be true. It was not done by a researcher. The picture was

handed down by family. The only explanation is that JWB himself may not have
known.

[ am sending you a genealogy book | have written, "The Bryans of Leake
County". 1t has all the information | have received from family or found on my
own. Some of it is inaccurate and | am fixing that as | go. For example, JWB's
first wife died between the 1856 (date of last child from MJM) and 1860.
Information | had from family members was that his second wife's name was Lou
Wright and that she had five children of her own - Albert, Aldora, Erdell and
Rufus. However, the 1860 census shows JWB and an Irena M.J. Bryan (I don't
know her last name) were married within the year. None of her children, if any,
were listed in the census. Then in the 1870 census, four children born since the
1860 census were listed - Susan, Richard, Sarah and Ariel. | will change this in
my book.

One thing | was interested in from your materials is the discourse on the Morgan
Bryan family. 1 am very familiar with this family and have researched it fairly
well. 11tried to come from that direction and find JWB. Incidentally, | did find two
JWB's from that family. One was from Morgan\James\Henry\UJWB (born 1808).
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However, this JWB had a different spouse. Another JWB was from the
Morgan\Thomas\Morgan HAJWB (born abt. 1811-1813), | have not found this
JWB's spouse's name yet.

Your materials show Rebecca Bryan as a daughter of Morgan Bryan and Martha
Strode. She is however, a daughter of their oldest son, Joseph Bryan. 1 notice
the Mormons have this mistake in their materials also. However, the Draper
papers and other more authentic documents (such as the records from Samuel
Bryan - son of Morgan given by his wife in application for pension) have it as |
have stated. This information is in the series of articles published in the
Lexington Herald 1912, on the Bryan family. The Morgan Bryan family is of
Quaker heritage and first settled near Reading PA. There are several versions
of how they got there. Your version is another. All versions | have seen start
b with Bryan, king of all Ireland, dethroned by the English, escaped to Denmark,
married a Dane, a later generation, William Smith Bryan, returned to reclaim
heritage, got kicked out again, returned to Denmark and his son, Morgan and
two brothers came to America, met Martha Strode on the way over and married
her shortly after getting to PA. From most verrsions, the Morgan Bryan family
moved from PA to VA along with other Quaker families. Then, they moved to the
Yadkin Valley of NC. Two years after moving there, Squire Boone moved his
family there and were the nearest neighbors. Daniel and his brother Edward
married Bryan girls, and as you report, William married Mary Boone,

My folks, like yours used Bryan / Bryant at different times. The early deed
records of JWB in AL show his name as Bryan. In the legal records of the will of
Jacob McCarty, the name is Bryan. In the census records of JWB, 1850 shows
Bryon; 1860 Bryant, and 1870 Bryant. My grandfather used Bryant. One of my

| uncles used Bryant. The others used Bryan.

| am grateful for your information and would appreciate any further revelations. |
will also stay in touch if | leamn anything. Thanks.

i') erry K. Bryan Zdd
irector

Total Quality Munagement %
Hughes Christensen

9110 Grogan's Mill Road

The Woodiands, Texas 77380-3615
P.O. Box 2539

Houston, Texuy 77252-2539

Tet 281-363-6375

Pax 281-363-6030

F-mail jerry.bryan@hugheschris.com




Walt Holliman
2601 Chandalar Ln
Pelham, AL 35124

Tina Keene Peddie
1365 Lesley Court
Santa Maria, CA 93454

Dear Ms. Peddie:

I recently met Sue Mortenson from Pittsburg at a
genealogical seminar and she informed me that you have written a
book on the Holliman-Hollyman family.

The original Hollyman book left me hanging in mid-air since
I am descended from James Grantson Holliman served as a Pvt. in
the Revolution from Johnston Co., NC, and migrated to Lancaster
Co., SC about 1793 according to his Revolutionary War Pension
Application. I suspect his father wasa Samuel Holliman who lived
in Johnston County, NC, but was on the line when Dobbs County was
formed. He would have died in Dobbs County, for which there seem
to be few records.

As you know, George Holliman was never able to connect the
North Carolina Hollimans to Christopher and his bunch in VA, and
I have enjoyed the same problem. Perhaps you have talked with Dr.
Charles Holliman of Raleigh, who helped with the first book, and
who probably knows as much as anyone, but feels he is 0ld enough
that he no longer needs to cite sources.

If you ever need information on James of NC/SC, or any of
his descendants, most of whom came to Alabama about 1832, let me
know.

Meanwhile, if you feel your book would be of help to me,
please send ordering information.

Your cousin,

Walt Holliman
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WALT HOLLIMAN
2601 Chandalar Lane
Pelham, Al 35124
205-663-5983

24 October 1994

Mrs. Elva C. Nally
141 Fairview Dr. NW
Martinsville, VA 26155

Dear Mrs. Nally:

I understand that you are descended from a John Curtis who was born
in Charleston, SC 1790, and wondered if any of your research might
have revealed the parents of my ancestor, John Alexander Curtis.
According to census records in Lowndes Co., MS, he was born ca.
1826 in SC, and his brother, Dr. James H. Curtis was born about
1819.

I have never found any records in SC which were of any value in
establishing their parentage. Dr. James moved to MS by 1840, and
John was there before 1850. They were partners in the Columbus
Hotel, also known as the Curtis Hotel, and John served as a private
in the Civil War, dying soon after and leaving a year old daughter,
who was my Grandmother. The SC census have been of little help, but
Charleston seems to be the most likely birthplace.

If you have any information which might be helpful, it would be
greatly appreciated. I will gladly reimburse any cost for copies,
etc.

Thanks,

Walt Holliman




WALT HOLLIMAN
2601 Chandalar Lane
Pelham, Al 35124
205-663-5983

24 October 1994

Mrs. Marilyn Cox
P. 0. Box 687
Ozona, TX 76943

Dear Mrs. Nally:

I understand that you are descended from a John Curtis who was born
in Charleston, SC 1790, and wondered if any of your research might
have revealed the parents of my ancestor, John Alexander Curtis.
According to census records in Lowndes Co., MS, he was born ca.
1826 in SC, and his brother, Dr. James H. Curtis was born about
1819.

I have never found any records in SC which were of any value in
establishing their parentage. Dr. James moved to MS by 1840, and
John was there before 1850. They were partners in the Columbus
Hotel, also known as the Curtis Hotel, and John served as a private
in the Civil War, dying soon after and leaving a year old daughter,
who was my Grandmother. The SC census have been of little help, but
Charleston seems to be the most likely birthplace.

If you have any information which might be helpful, it would be
greatly appreciated. I will gladly reimburse any cost for copies,
etc.

Thanks,

Walt Holliman
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CHRISTMAS NEWS - 1994

May I first offer my apologies to all who received cards last with a

no.
message too small to read or no, card at all - consider it a wrinkle in
Christmas chaos never to be repeated.

Our year has been filled with many treats, surprises and great times
with many friends. Janet's brother and wife started our year with a
New Year's visit and trip to Victoria to see the night lights of
Butchart Gardens and the Tacoma Zoo - quite a spectacle!

With both of us temporarily in retirement we set off for the Washington
coast in the spring to camp and bike. We found we had rushed the
season and headed home early after attempts to brave the wind and cold
but did get in some kite flying on the beach. Our unstructured time
allowed us many trips nearby to gather oysters and clams. We explored
the Canadian and northern Cascade Mountains after a brief stop to help
Jim's high school friends celebrate their 40th wedding anniversary.

July blessed us with another grandaughter, Carley Rochelle and Janet
went to Phoenix for two weeks to help Jennifer and family while Jim
kept the homefires burning in cool Washington. He continued to send out
quantities of resumes and letters. His efforts were rewarded in August
as Promotional Services Director with a modular housing company,
Timberland Homes. He does some travelling to their Washington offices,
sets up trade shows, creates brochures, and generally taps all his
experiencs and creative talents ~a real challenge and joy. -

He won first in his age category at the Senior Track and Field meet and
stays mean and lean. He's still playing his clarinet and collects and
restores antique pump organs. If you were an observation viewer of
Northern Exposures on November 29 you would have notice Jim voting at
the Sons of the Tundra board meeting - Wow! is that Jim versatile or
what! His favorite part of being a part of the scene was the great
cigars he got to smoke - of course, it made it difficult to see

the wonderful board room they built just for that scene through the
thick smoke.

Janet is content to be 'retired' while the job market remains so poor
and kepts her fingers in Friends of the Library, Taree Homeowner
Association commissioner, tutoring foreign students for the Literacy
Council, and sewing up a storm for grandchildren and the Kingston Yacht
Club bazaars as well as serving as the yacht club treasure. (No, we
still don't have a boat but we are happy land lubbers and they tolerate
us.) Her book group recently hosted a fun mystery dinner party. We
resurrected some of Janet's mother's flapper dresses for the occasion.
Belonging to a book group really pushes you to improve the quality and
quantity of reading things you might never discover - I highly
recommend it to all.

A wonderful time with our 20 Thanksgiving guests truly set the stage
for a holiday season to be cherished. We wish for you and yours a warm
and blessed Christmas and New Year.




1995 MEWS FROM ITIM aND

The i4ts ane afl maliled, the 4estivitics néanned znd now
Ler cun 4riendt gsar and wide Rnow we arne thinking c¢g them
_nd wishing them a great arcliday season. We wene apfe o €nim Loty
¢4 holly grnem cun three Trneetrt TaALs yean and we wene ¢ péeased, onfy o
hean 4rem my sisten in Colonado that hen 2o0x aznived wiih ofaze sitems and
blachkh feaves - well, the thoughrt was thene!
It was ondy a weeh age that the Temperature dropped 2220w 47eezing ;0%
the 4inst time this winten but such nains we’'ve had! 4 we didn'z £4ive
on a figh banh cvenfooring the Puget Scund anzea o5 ihe Pacigic Deecan
we'd have waten running cven ocwun eanfeobesr. (e've centainly rteen some
impressive Mavy snips with all fhe movemenz Joing 2n ana Aremernton
becoeming the maion disarming, buibfding and mepaam area 0% the Paciy
Youw neven guite teficve the siz2¢ 4 those airzenasgi carzicrts and then you
see the {(Leets o4 nlancs on the decks through zhe bLnochazA A necernt
Navy pensonnef move hnad the dechs 4iff2ed with renscnneid cutomobifes -
tound 2ike o great coonemy move {cn a4 change.
I suess you could say fhe Siggesrt 2vent son cuwn i@ has seen afi ithe
builaing, fhe unemployment and curn anen 4¢ae change which has sone 5 oem
206 to 320. we've zncifcosed 1 businesrs 2ana tTo oremind yow fo mahe noto,
Janet {¢ thinking about deoing ancthen one of fthese Amitrnah Trips aiten
cvenything settleos down {»n JTanuany on Februany. Hen aecstination Ls
uncentaiin 0 L4 anuy cf uvou woulkd QLhe to frnaveld with hen Lt ws Rnow.
She' s thinhing wanm cilimates and th=n stons Ln the wintenr and maybe L4
“ahe’s not too wonn Then, a stpning on oa&& thrnee-3stop ftnip acnoiss the
middle o4 the countrny bHejone osn agten things ool o4y - I don’t do neat
on mosquitos well! She would Ly one directicn and take nadllé the c¢then.

ITim won't be able to tahe that much vacation untif Zater n 1996 and

we' ne st{lf pondening manrny plans. Decemben 77, 1995 Lis ocun 40%th
annivensary but we'2l wait untild mucn agsten the holidays calm down Lo
celebrnate. IJTim has planned a great mini-getaway {cn Chrnistmas. We will
spend Christmas Eve at an z2¢dcgant sed and breark4ast (n one cg the stateiy
old neighbonnocds of Seattle, a gidt exchange with ocwun son’+t in-laws,
Thnistmas Eve szenvice and the magnijdicant Flentrop crgan at St. Manrnh':
Cathenal, then mone gigt exchangeé with Jim' s nelatives and dinner with
sun son and hds wige the next day. Sounds 2ihe jnreal panty- "cpnana
doesn’'t it? We'll bte welld wonn cut by the end fa the day.

wle'ne talhing atout bHreahing trnaddiiisn in 1994 with zi46ts, 2te. and
tahing a taip fon the holidavys. We've talhed aboutl Lif o many veats suz
have neven put {t togethen - 1996 may fte the yean. We ziways chioy
heaning about yourn adventures duning the dean. And, may we end with a
special bHlessing -

w&%/ 3_ | God Rless Thy VYVean
ﬁ ﬁ | Thy coming in, *ay going cut:
kﬂf%y nest, thy travelling adbout;
i ﬁ' E ' ] The nowugh, the imeoofh -
The btnight, ine dnean -
A Ve MW) ﬁ God bless thy yean
onThw Gable ¢ c}au
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CHRISTMAS 1996

Wherever youw ane, An balmy breezes orn
burnied in Anow, I'm surne you are winding
down anothen ecventful yearn with Chrnistmas
mennymaking fjust Like the Zubens arne.

Hawaii was on ourn itinerarny Zthis yearn and we
spent two weeks at a wondernful condo in the
Makaha valley on Oahu. Typical o4 two Light-
shinned sun warrniorns, we had a rneaction to the sun,
but that didn’'t ALow the tnips to the Mai Tai barn at the Royal
Hawaiian, orn a wondernful Luauw and show at the Polyrnesian Village.
Janet Liked it A0 well she Linvested in a time sharne therne! 14 any
04 yYyou arne Ainternested 4in nenting a supern tweo-bedrnoom condo night on
Hawaidi's best beach forn a family gatherning jusrt give Janet a call.

Disneyland 4isn't just fon kRids at we proved on owur way back. In
fact, 4it’A morne 4un when you aren't stuch in Lines 4orn nides that
the kids "have to” go on on die. We coverned alld the action events
and Astudio tour at Univernsal studios, and no, we didn’'t get eaten by
JAWS, on thrown o044 the collapsring trestle.

Camping 4in the Northwest can be chafllenging on occecasion, although
always beautiful. Thrnee days at Birnch Bay, nean Canada, proved that
you can Asurvdive in a tent duning pensistent nains, and even enjoy
cooking unden o nain 4Ly Aunnounded by hugh cedanst, but vow'd rnathen
be back home and dry. It was fun fjust being with oun 4on John and
%iﬁf;fgfﬁgL_ﬁhough. Oh, 4on the days o§ the motorhome! ~————

We braved the heat o4 Phoenix in July to check out rnetirnement
communities, and celebrate ocun youngesrt grandchild's second
birnthday. That made two trnips to visdit daughtern Jenny, husband Paul

and kids AlLicd VA and C ey. A Januarny trnip saw Jim putiing
up a swing Aet 4on the khids, and Janet strnipping antique gfurniture.

Busy, busy!

Jim was in Colorado to noot at a CU football game in Octobern, and
spent a week on the Colornade Westenn sLope with buddies. Janet A4
going to spend the Chrnistmas holidays visiting family and Looking at
condos in Colornado. Speak o4 white Chrnistmases! (The Seattle area
had {its own pre-Thankstgiving vension this year.)

We have oun house on the marnket A0 who hnows wherne the winds o4
1997 may bLow ws! We wish everyone of you the best of holidays and
the coming yearn. As always, you are in ourn hearnts and thoughts!
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Jim and Janet
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