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C.A. Turner and the house he loves—the Joe Wheeler home near Decatt
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Turner and ghosts share home

BY CLARKE STALLWORTH
News associate editor

For 40 years, C.A. Turper bas been living
with ghosts.

“The chef ghost is a feisty lttle man with
dark eyes and a bush of a black beard, dress-
edin Confederate gray.

HiS picture hangs like 2 benediction over
the fireplace in the musty back parlor of the
two-story white frame house. The house
stands in a grove of trees off the highway
‘west of Decatur.

“Did you know,” said Turner, “that Joe
‘Wheeler was a major general at the age of
27, he was in 800 skirmishes, commanded 200
baitles, was wounded three times, had 16
horses Shot from under him, and he was only
five foot three inches tall?”

TURNER, who is 80 years old.and a re-
tired Southern Railway telegrapher, lives at
the Wheeler home wilh bis sister. His wife
diedin 1965.

The other ghost is “Miss Annie” the

daughter of the general. Miss Annie, who
never martied, served as a nurse in Cuba
during the Spanisi-American War. She also
served in the Philippines during the insurrec-
tion just after the turn of the century, and in
France during World War I

Turner said a man named Benjamin Sher-
rod owned thousands of acres of land and
‘many slaves in the area just before the War
Between the States. He married a Miss Jones,
and then he died.

During the war, the dashing Gen. Joe
Wheeler brought his cavalry into the area,
and met Mrs. Sherrod. Ten days later, they
‘were engaged. and 5000 were married.

“General Wheeler didn't have much but a
‘mice horse, a good uniform and a nice eye for
the ladies” said Turner, “He was a pretty
shrewd fellow”

After the Civil War (Turner warned meto
say War Between the States. or Miss Annie's
‘ghost would get me), the little general be-

(See Journey, Page 2-B)
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(Continued from Page 1.B)

‘came a geatleman farmer and a corporation
Taviyer. Then he was elected to Congress, but
Toyined lis st o gerve a3 3 general in
Cuba during the Spanish-American War.

The general was gone when Turner came
o Wheeler in 1934 a5 railroad agent. “They
handed me a book and told me: You've got fo
be a postmaster too,” he said, “All T knew
how o do was lick'stamps, but 1 learned

W

He met Miss Annie Wheeler and grew to
Tove her.

“There's no telling how many people Miss
Annie carried to hospitals. She helped people
get their arms and legs straightened, One
{ime there was a man here who walked on his
hands and knees. She got him up on braces,
and he married and had four children,”

‘There was another man with a club foot,
he said. and Miss Aanie went to the family fo
help them with an operation. The family re-
sisted, God had made the foot that way.

 God made g0od doctors too. Miss Annie
t0ld them, and the foot was fixed.

When Turner arrived in Wheeler, Miss
Annie was by herself in the big white house,
surrounded by the English boxwoods. She was

Ionely, Turner said, and iavited the Turners
o come and live with her.

“Ste told me she stayed single because
shed heap rather be single than wish she
were,” Turner said. “She had an answer for
everytling.”

Sometimes children would gather and
Miss Annie would have a Bible reading, Turo-
ersaid. Both white and black children would
gather around her, be said.

And some migts, when she was lonely,
she would ask Turner to come and read the
Bible 10 her.

‘missed i this country,”said Turner.

Now Turner speads his time keeping the
vines off the English boxwoods, {aking
groups through the frame house, and tending
his atermelons and omatoss and ot
‘vegetables i his garden.

My age dont bothe me”sald Turner. 1
keep busy. I enjoy working,  enjoy growing
ks, M dad ught o o wonk bogk omlhe
farm in Teanessee, we had to hustle.”

But his eyes shine when he looks at the
‘massive old white house.

“Tlove this house,” he said








