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WILLIAM BLAKENEY REMEMBERED

Interview with: Mr. Felix Lowery

Cottondale, Al 35405

205-553-6697
Date: 15 July, 1998
Place: Mr. Lowery's home on Hargrove Road
Preéent: Felix Lowery and his wife Laura

Adolph Blakeney and his wife Kay (recorder)

The topic of conversation here was family stories regarding
the civil war experiences O?iﬁiéig Benjamin (A.B.) Lowery,
known as Poe Lowery due to the fact that he was reportedly
raised by Simon Pce. Poce Lowery was in the same unit as
William Blakeney ( 4l1's Alabama, later 43'rd). Mr. Felix
Lowery states that these stories were told often while he
was growing up by his grandfather, Thad Lowery, who was the
son of Poe Lowery. He, Felix, is very firm in his belief
in these stories. He is only sorry that he can't remember

more, because there were many more told.

An interesting aside that helps to support that the Blakeneys

knew the Lowerys is foupd in a copy of the Probate Record
of the estate of A.B. Lowery (March, 1877) in which Thomas
(XZBIakeney submitted a petition to be appointed guardian of
two minor children of the deceased, A.B.Lowery. Also,
Thomas Blakeney's second wife, Martha Evans, was the sister
of Simons Poe's wife. ' The two children involved were

Simon P. Lowery and Dicie Lowery.

The following is Felix Lowery's account of two civil war
experiences that involved William Blakeney,based on notes

taken by Kay B. and checked by Adolph B.
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According to Lowery family stories Poe Lowery and William
Blakeney left Newtonville together to join the Confederate
Army, Poe riding a grey mare and William a mule. Theyhad

to go to Tuscaloosa to join. As the story goes their unit
was fighting in Mississippi, in an area near the Mississippi
River. Six men, Poe and William among them, received a

pass to go into a nearby small town. Not long after getting
into town a man on horseback came riding into town yelling
"the Yanks are coming”. The men were not sure how much time
they had to escape. After a brief discussion, they all
jumped into the river and started swimming, animals and all.
They thought they were swimming to the other side of the
river but when they got there they discovered that it was

an island. Supposedly, the "Yanks" sawvthem, took shots
that missed and for reasons unknown did not pursue them.
There was a farm located on this island and the farmer who
owned the place let them stay there for about a week.
According to the story, it was probably summer time because
the farmer had corn in the field. Each day the farmer would
go down to the river and scout about for Union troops. He
begged>the men to stay on the island for the duration of the
war because he did not think anyone would find them there.
However, the men insisted that they must rejoin their unit.
When they left the island the farmer took the men across the
river on some type of boat that he had and their animals

swam along side.
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Sometime latez, date and place unknown, this unit of
Confederate soldiers was in a battle with Union soldiers
when both sides gave out of ammunition. The battle
continued in hand to hand combat. Two soldiers, Poe L.
and William B. were watching out for each others "back" as best
they could. Poe Lowery turned just in time to see a Union
soldier thrust his bayonet into William Blakeney's abdomen.
Poe immediately attacked, hitting the Union soldier in the
back of the head, landing a fatal blow with the butt end
of his gun. He then picked William B. up and laid him

on a pile of split wood shingles, located‘ﬁ5H¢ a plantation

house near where they were fighting. That is where he died.

Mr. Felix Lowery does not know anymore about his death or
burial. He has no memory of any discussion of what
happened afterwards. He believes that Poe Lowery was

discharged at the camp at Gainesville, Al.

Felix Lowery (1929)
father: William Lowery |
grandfather: Thad Lowery

great grandfather: A.B."Poe" Lowery (Jl@ ELI’g
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According to Adolph, Belzan could remember that once while
in service, William walked home from Tennessee when he

was on furlough.
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The following is a copy of the petition filed for the

estate of A.B. Lowkey by Thomas Blakeney. This document

was from the Probate Court Records of Fayette County, Al.,
obtained by Felix Lowery and a copy shared with Adolph
Blakeney. Where words could not be determined a----- line has
been inserted. (kay Blakeney) August 6,1998

A.B.LOWREY ESTATE-State of Alabama, Fayette County the 19th
day of March A.D. 1877, this day comes Thomas Blakeney and
filed his petition in writing and under oath praying to be
appointed guardian of Simon P. Lowr€y and Dicie Lowrgy minor
children of A.B. Lowfey deceased, and representing that said
minors has an estate of their own right coming from the estate
of Simon Poe deceased that said minors are aged respectively
by about fifteen and eighteen years, that one of said minors
resides in Mississippi and the other with his(?) mother in
Sanford County and his mother has intermarried with one

J. S Branyon-=--=== the rest of this section is not clear,it
is at the end of the page, need to check original.

the next page is as follows:

and not probably more which would in a short time be ready to

be paid over to them or their guardian and he being at the same
time filed his bond in the sum of two hundred dollars with A.A.
Walden(?) and J.T. Ashcraft his securities therein and he

being the grandfather of said children and appearing to be a
suitable person to become their guardian and their estate being
in this county in the hands of the administrators of said

Simon Poe deceased, and said bond being ---- ---- and approved
by the judge of probate of said county, It is therefore ordered,
adjudged, and decread by the court that the said Thomas Blakeney
---- and he is hereby appointed guardian of the estate of ----
minors aforesaid, and that the proper letters do I put to him
forthwith as such guardian, It is further ordered by the court
that said petition, bond, letters an ---- be filed and recorded,
and that said guardian pay the cost of this proceeding, and for
which let —===——==- .

Winthrop(?) B.W. Williams, Judge
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Thg following information was obtained June ,1998
from Mary.Dayis Elmore,Tuscaloosa, Al.She has the
family history of the Asheraft Family.

Elizabeth Clanton

born: 12-25-1832 in South Carolina
died: 11-21-1867 in Alabama

buried: Mount Zion Cemetery in Pickens County, Al.
(Ashcraft Corners)

Elizabeth Clanton was married twice. Her first husband
was William Blakeney. They had three children: Newton
David (1857), Belza Ann (1859), and Martha Jane (1860).
She was left a widow in 1863 when William was killed in

the civil war.

Her second marriage was to Thomas Ashcraft. They were
(1860)
married 3-23-66. The; had one child, Thomas Sidney
(1867
who was born 5-25-67. Jon Tom,as he was always called,

died 3-21-1949.

Elizabeth Clanton was the second wife of both William
Blakeney and Thomas Ashcraft. She died when Jon Tom

was about six months old. She was 35 years old.

Adolph Blakeney remembers that his grandfather, Newton,
always talked about being raised by Thomas Blakeney

and that there was never any mention of his mother,

now the reason why is more understandable. He would have

been 10 years old when she died.

(Thomas Ashcraft was born 5-23-1813 in Anson County,
mt.
S.C. Died 2-10-1880 and is also buried at Zion
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