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"1 was the otdest child of a family of eight. My parents wene Lemuel

and Coxnelia Wilson. We Lived at Beaver Dams in Watauga County. T

was born Octoben 24, 1892. 1 stanted schoof at Beaven Dams. This school
was established in 1887. At the time the school was a one room, one
teachen school. Then, Beaver Dam School was stanted and it was a 2

noom, 2 teacher school. Jack Gheene faught all of my school years at
this schoot and Wiss OLtie Jones, Anthur Witson and Wil Penry also
taught.

Free school Lasted four months and school was in the fall until
Chnistmas. Then there was a two week ainging school and then the
Subseniption school began. The people in the settfement made up money

o pay the teacher to teach iwo moxe months. The students had to buy
thein books. We went to the spring when we wanted a dnink and we

cannied our tunch in baskets on tin buckets. When the snow as deep my
father would hitch a honse £o a big Log that had been cut for a back
stick fon the fine pace, put the small children on the horse and tead
the honse to the schoot house. The Log woutd break a trail in the snow
fon the othen chitdxen fo walk in. There was no high schoot on Beaver Dams
0 1 went to Cove Creck to high school. Children came from Long distances
20 go to school there. They boarded with people in the community. 1
xememben thuee boys §rom Beech Mountain being there. Ue walked to school
grom whene T boanded. Uhen the weathen was bad they hauled us in a covered
wagon picking up other children on the way. 1 xemember the prinepal
thone was Professon Heaman and a teacher 1 rememben was WiLl Peary. This
was a thaee noom, three teacher school. The church was beside the school
and the music was taught there and the teacher was a man.. -He struck

Joun fingens with a pencil if you hit a wrong mote. Then, T went fo
Boone to teachens schoof which is now Appafachian State University. 1T
went one summen to a teacher's school in ELk Park. 1 finst taught at
Sifuen Stone in a thnee noom, three teacher schoof. The County

Cumanintondont was D.D. Dourahtu.
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. came to Bannen ELk in 1916 to teach schoof. The County Superintendent
was Progesson Edmisten. When he came to visit the school he would be
niding a honse. 1 taught at the Academy Located back of Mx. Edd’Banner's.
1t was a two stony building with a emtrance whene the children hung theix
coaats, then one big noom down stains and one upstains. The building

was heated with a stove. 1 was the only teachen fon the 7 grades. 1
taught until the schoof clfosed in 1919. Mr. Tufts offened me a job at
Lees McRae Institute but I chose to go home.

Soon aften school stanted duning my §inst yean at Banner ELk strange
sounds were heard in the wall of the schoof house. IT was a scratching
sound, then Loud scxaping and banging. 1 suspected two of my ofden
students wene some way nesponsible. They sat on the back seat. Aftex
school when aff the students had Left, 1 cnawled under the schoof house
and found our ghost. A Large hock had wine tied around it and the boys
had cut a hole throughthe wall. They could 44t in their seats and putl
this wine which putled the nock up between the weather boarding and
siding making the scratching sounds. When they got the rock up to the
second §Loon they woutd turn the wire Loose and it would come down

making a teanible noise. 1 untied the nock, rolfed it down the hilf,
putled the wire out and took it with me to Hr. Fred VonCannon's whene I
boarded. 1 hid the wire unden a big nock on the fane going up to the
house. The teachen at the school before I came had feft the building
saging it was haunted.

The teacher'sJob didn't begin and end at the school house door. They
were expected to do various things in the community. 1§ a.pewson died
the teachen was expected to go bathe, dress, and Lay the hody out. A
tady died and 1 had to go do this. T had never toucked a dead person.
wWith the assistance of a family member tefling me what to do, T
accomplished my f§inst undentaking job. The teachers boarded with families

in the community. 1 stayed at MR. Fred VonCannon's, Ma. Jim Guignard's,
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Mas. Ed Bannen's and Mrs. Ada Hages. ALL of these houses are being
used- now except the Edd Bannen house. Whife 1 was here teaching, my
grandmother died and 1 needed to go home. Mr. Charlie VonCannon foaned
me his saddle horse and his wife's side saddle to go home, On the
Aeturn trip to Banner ELh T was coming up the Valley Mountain at the "s*

curve a can came anound the curve, startled the horse and he threw me.
There were very few cars in those days.

Uhen 1 came to Banner ELk T met Tke Green. After the school closed and

1 went back to Beaver Dams we continued £o see each other. In 1921 we
wene marnied and T came to Bannen ELk to tive. We Lived in the house that
48 now occupied by Heidie's Swiss Restnaunt. The place has also been
called Tamanack as there are five tamarack pines growing in the yand.
Five genenations of Greens Lived here. We had foun chitdnen - uittiam,
Annie, Fred and Johnny, Wittiam moved to Morganton and he is mow
deceased. Fred moved to Oak Ridge and he is atso deceased. Annie fives
4n Heaton and Johnny built his home on the family propenty and Lives
thene with his family. Aften ITke died,-1 built a house in Nomwood Hotfow
and moved there. T will celebrate my 95th binthday this month."

This was dictated to my daughter, Annie Greea Heaton in Octobier, 1987,

SIGNED: Lrizi &!M > /é—/idM/

Dena Wilson Greer
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BANNER ELK HISTORICAL SOCIETY
BANNER ELK, N.C.

HONORARY MEMBER

This certifies that Dﬂnﬂm is a charter member

of the Banner Elk Historical Society, established July thirteenth, nineteen hundred and
eighty seven, for the preservation of the history of the Banner Elk area.
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‘The Wilsons by Dena Wilson Greer

The material for this book was compiled by Ina Dean (Dena) Wilson Greer, bor October 24, 1892. The
sources for her information were the following:

Her mother Cornelia Dellray (Wilson) Wilson, bom August 7, 1869.

Her mother's sister, Emaline Wilson McBride, bom February 2, 1853.
Her father’s sister, Elizabeth Wilson Hagaman, bom November 29, 1848,
Her father's sister, Rebecea Jane Wilson Swift, bon August 6, 1853,

A History of Watauga County North Carolin, by John Preston Arthur, published in 1915. /

Visited cemeteries to verify names and dates.





image3.jpeg
/%é/mv %ﬁ;)u}//ﬁ,’
G S ilirri_ttist, T fiadd gz P Midion
;2 ortely, @z//j_w Lacd /M M Care
by e e Hagplseost” s
J¢ﬂd@ //Qﬁ;ﬂ& [(1//4#71/ ﬂ/}ldbyu o
| Laedd. Z /éﬂz)? /{&» Z/M =Z 02@“"’%2;;‘”
L. e //m&pﬂyﬂéo&«mﬂ%m ’
Jydae, Lfolithese” Liete, /67751 Ssaaa, VML
2 )%tmb Tt e .

N Oy ot B Sl Terire, Sdaiet. dilthcl
az,

Lyt and iaw Atod 4{ @ Ze
jﬁgf’ g 672 _/g,m/ ’ el ]
}zf/{n s Blsare . deltlit srz .fd?/gnf Aok
Frvad ?’ Sppe Eopuk Hunlaigar Lo atodd™
oree Jhule %auf brtr Mbant Zsd Zfiicy
Hiphow Lbpeasel Wbt Baoreter provs Moswon
srcbave bj. alond /5757 '

| Blrame Hileoree Wassed @ Pt opsidth st
: /&ﬁz LTk s Asrgive Encite Hoacd sp-

Lover Ll bhsgor bo_pdocctt /5437
e £ Silotiesl pome, /A/ﬂ, 21l - preatteed
ik Seatss Fstnite. s motiad. Janad-

Xﬁf’[{?b a  AoiTarid fritsrcres, /Ma% wb





image4.jpeg
//MLM;/A St Do btz gﬁJA«,g @
(A «/[) /ﬂﬂ/ yg Ssaac_ L4%

latsed ﬂﬁﬂ/ﬁ‘é Coupeectt, Llatecsn
ity omartied Bt f“ ire €6 Blotarc
Wy gnastid. Eb. L. chisd, Crtsocll
472‘ 4/,%&14&:// W Lo ds
Hihant. Sdoat, mrud Lareld _Lyce illicd
o o Lol k) Goud. olbot R e
W pseded. oo dotn- /4/1/1;7 A
/{g/ /&LW?/ 2 Ble Crpml stht. .
;/41/ ilasoe /-ff)///yzlmaé JZ//M //Z(//E‘
kit 2 loy A ‘&m/z/,,w biick fadl
,, ﬁm% Btk 7/4/124/4/ &y 1548
%f/%‘i/ 2!1,410?1/ %I”llb /J—;L J//%f«!’ s
T Kﬁ;ﬂ_‘] //’L//wu Z/‘zﬂ)u ;{L['Zl’/7fé<
N Thy 8 fettrore tvese. .
,, /LM/»MAZ letre. Ponre Fose. L&’/J"O oI
a,/ng Ioloore pirs farn. /5 1807
7/ ilorre &Bssr /éat!///, /8505
Lokl Wil tiston //7{ 2

taihid. Catsstbrce. Sweed! et P tlo T

1 -

&

/M@ }ﬂéﬁ% /.f sy Skl & 1514





image5.jpeg
3

vz Hidrre Aoge. ol 315l
/Vzwupdj ltowi Jé';ﬂfp_/é_z—/h,f,/f/oy,,m,

T (I Kopn Hrd SPST
Elpasideyy Jfclisye 3tsre J%f, sy 82y

1 | Wikleierse N ihasre: Basre Ezy 20523

| Lty Atz " Bars Tl /15 2]

i /a%o ‘//2/4&», ‘/:'%ﬂlié) Iassiol Lfiadéz/ Y
Moy veat. HWilsors: priasttd Oloostazet Eigpeiv:
fﬁf zzf'uf-{/ Hilswns pptaiied @yloline ;”/744,2125 }
Wilbiine Witssre oiaiteid- Eirclscila (Froze \
Ldbsiats, Jlosre Sassccd WoanlLel? " AT s seese,|
A, ) Iphnt Gredd  Hrer /ﬁ%ﬁf%ﬂ//ﬁtm Saiceed Mot |
hilohiss G Liicd 2t Blois flase. Hige. |
|t et oaTl, iy Praved 20 Lo |
e Mplesse }].ﬂma'é‘ ZJ)}AZ et Motk |
o \docore 7 2ot Jresgeed dire MM ozeee Hbloe).”

_persied Bt (Biwe, Stillcore /ﬂé.é/’wi

/{Q«m Ludk 2 e 9. e Aot paloti |

Hlotte il eallly Yoy ghaver wse se )

K e i i




image6.jpeg
VZ. [aﬂaZZé Toesre Ko

//er Z/zm /J/L Lia. . e
ﬁ[,y, 2 e /jze’é Zé S )MA%M‘['L,
\dealk Cotpilia-B, 441&/

/J/ﬂﬁud /}74 v ZZL /z&&é
Vzs 2 o g asar /fi()
//z/éé”]wjé@jwé Z i al-

/J/{Lz’// /Z[Z/Mi M /242; MM//GI//L/%I/ _
Srotiat M%M /ﬂzﬂ‘ el Aoiele.
/////l/aﬂz Yo std At MML /fju








