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W1 was the otdest child of @ family of eight. MWy panents wene Lemuek

and Connelie Witson. We Lived at Beaver Dams in Vatauga County. 1

was boxn Octoben 24, 18927, 1 stanted school at Beaver Dams. This school
was established in 1887. AL the time the schook was a one room, one
teacher schoof, Then, Beaver Dam Schoof was stanted and it was a 2

“noom, o teacher school. Jack Greene faught alf of my school yeans at
this schoot and Miss OLtie Jones, Anthur Gilson and UWill Perry atso
taught.

Free school Lasted fouwn months and school was in the falf untif

Chnistmas. Then thene was a two week slnging schoof and then the
Subscniption schook began. The people in fhe settfement made up money

to pay the feachen to teach two mone months. The students had fo buy
thein books. Ue went to The spring when we wanted o drink and we

cannied oun funch in babhets on tin buckets. When the snow as deep my
father would hitch a hoxse fo o big Log that had been cut for o hack
stick gor the gire place, put the small childuen on the honse and tead
the honse £o the school house. The Log would breab o tnail in the snow
fon the other chitdren £o watk in. Thee was no high school on Beaver Dams
o 1 went fo Cove Check fo high Achoof. Children came grom Long distances
0 go 4o school there. They boarded with people i the community. T
xememben three boys from Beech Mountain being thexe, We walked to school
fnom where T boanded. When the weathen was bad they hauted us in @ covered
wagon piching up other childnen on the way. 1 xemember the principal
thone was Professon Hemman and a feachen T aemember was ULLL Penny. This
was arthree noom, three teacher schoof. The chunch was beside tiie schiool
and the music was taught there and the teacher was a man.. -He struck

Joun gingens with a pencil 4§ you hit a wrong note. Then, I went o
Boone fo teachers schoof which is now Appafachian State University. 1
went one summex to a teachen's &chool in ELk Park. 1 §irst taught ot
Silver Stome in a three noom, three teachen schook. The County

Cumanintondows was D.D. Dounahtu.
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1 came to Bannen EEk in 1916 to feach schoof. The County Superintendent
was Professon Edmisten. When he came to visit the school he woutd be
niding a honse, T faught at the Academy Located back of Mr. Edd Banner's.
1t was @ two stony building with a entrance whene the children hung thein
coaats, then one big xoom down stairs and one upstains. The building

was heated with a stove. I was the only teacher fon the 7 grades. 1
taught untif the schoof clfosed in 12719, Mx, Tufts offened me a job at
Lees MeRae Institute but 1 chose to go home.

Soon aften schoot stanted duning my §4irst yearn at Bannen ERk strange
sounds were heand in the wall of the school house. IT was a sendtching
sound, then Loud scraping and banging. 1 suspected fwo of my older
students wene some way nesponsible. They 4at on the back seat. Aften
schoot when atl the students had Left, T crawled unden the school house
and found oux ghost. A Eakge roch had wire tied anound it and the boys
had cut a hote through the walf. They coutd 84t in thedn seats and putl
this wire which pulled the nock up between the weathen boarding and
sdding making the scratching sounds. When they got the nock up to the
second fLoor they would turn the wire Loose and it woutd come down

making o tennible noise. 1 untied the nock, rolled it down the hife,
pulled the wine out and fook it with me to Mr, Fred VonCannon's where 1
boarded. 1 hid the wire undex a big rock on the Lane going up to the
house. The teacher at the school before 1 came had Left the buifding
saying it was haunted.

The teacher’sJob didn't begin and end at the schook house doon, They
were expeeted to do various things in the community. 1§ a-peason died
the teachen was expected to go bathe, dress, and Lay the Bodg out. A
tady died and 1 had to go do this. 1 had never touched a dead peason.
with the assistance of a family memben telling me what 2o do, 1
accomplished my §inst undentaking job. The teachens boanded with families

in the community. 1 stayed at MR. Fred VonCannon's, Ma. Jim Guignard's,
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Hins, Ed Banner's and His. Ada Hages. ALE of these houses ane being

ubed: now except the Edd Banner house. While I was hexe teaching, my
ghandnother died and 1 needed £o go home. Mr. Chanlie VonCannon Loaned
me his saddle hoast and his wife's side saddte Zo go home. On the
return inip fo Bannen ELk 1 was coming up the Valley Nountain at the "§"
curve a ean came around the cutve, sfartled the horse and he threw me.
There wene very few cans Ln those days,

@hen I came o Bannen ELk T met lke Greer. Aften the school etosed and

T went back £o Beaver Dans we eontinued £o see cach-other. In 1921 we
were marnied and 1 eame o Bamnen ELk to Live. We Lived in the house that
48 now oceupied by Weidie's Swiss Restnaunt. The place has also been
ealled Tananack as there ane five tamanack pines growing in the yard.
Flve genenations of Greens Lived here. We had foun chitdren - wittian,
Annie, Fred and Johnny, Wittiam moved to Morganton and he 4s mow
deceased. Fred moved to Oah Ridge and he is also deceased. Amnie.lives
in Heaton anﬁ Johnny built his home on the famity propenty and Lives
thene with his family. Aften The died, 1 buitt a house in Nomwood Hottow

and moved there. 1 wifl celebrate my 95th binthday this month."

This was dictated Lo my daughter, Annie Greer Heaton in Octobex, 1987,

SIGNED: O&m %A/'&/‘VL: /é«t&M/

Dena Wilson Green
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BANNER ELK HISTORICAL SOCIETY
: BANNER ELK, N.C.

Nede €

PRESIDENT

HONORARY MEMBER

This certifies that DEDQJM_.QL&L is a charter member

of the Banner Elk Historical Society, established July thirteenth, nineteen hundred and
eighty seven, for the preservation of the history of the Banner Elk area.
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The Wilsons by Dena Wilson Greer

‘The materialfor this book was compiled by Ina Dean (Dena) Wilson Greer, bom October 24, 1892,
sources for her information were the following: Bree v Fosy

Her mother Cornelia Dellray (Wilsan) Wilsan, born August 7, 1869.
Her mother's sstcr, Emaline Wilson McBride, bom February 2, 1853.
Her father's sister, Elizabeth Wilson Hagaman, bom Noveraber 29, 1348,
Her futher's sister, Rebecea Jane Wilson Swift, bom August 6, I853.

1915.

A History of Watauga County North Carolina, by John Preston Arthur, published i

Visited cemeteries to verify names and dates.
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